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fights even unto death.    It is thus not an easy thing  for  every-
body to enter upon it.
It therefore behoves a satyagrahi to be tolerant of those who
do not join him. In reading reports of satyagraha meetings I often
notice that ridicule is poured upon those who do not join our
movement. This is entirely against the spirit of the Pledge. In
satyagraha we expect to win over our opponents by self-suffering
i.e., by love. The process whereby we hope to reach our goal is
by so conducting ourselves as gradually and in an unperceived man-
ner to disarm all opposition. Opponents as a rule expect irrita-
tion even violence from one another when both parties are equal-
ly matched. But when satyagraha comes into play the expecta-
tion is transformed into agreeable surprise in the mind of the
party towards whom satyagraha is addressed till at last he relents
and recalls the act which necessitated satyagraha. I venture to
promise that if we act up to our Pledge day after day, the atmos-
phere around us will be purified and those who differ from us
from honest motives, as I verily believe they do, will perceive that
their alarm was unjustified. The violationists wherever they may
be, will realize that they have in satyagraha a far more potent
instrument for achieving reform than violence whether secret or
open, and that it gives them enough work for their inexhaustible
energy. And the Government will have no case left in defence of
their measures, if as a result of our activity the cult of violence
is notably on the wane if it has not entirely died out. I hope there-
fore that at satyagraha meetings we shall have no cries of shame,
and no language betraying irritation or impatience either against
the Government or our countrymen who differ from us and some
of whom have for years been devoting themselves to the country's
cause according to the best of their ability,
The Leader,  13-3-1919